
The Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord 
 

Our Father’s Ev. Lutheran Church and School 
 

Saturday, December 24, 2022 – 4:00 and 6:00 pm 

 
We welcome you in the Savior’s name and pray the blessings of His Spirit upon us through His Word and 

Sacraments, to the glory of our Heavenly Father.  In reverent prayer and quiet devotion, please prepare for 

this service by reviewing the order of service and meditating on Psalm 110, found in the front of your 

hymnal. 

 

 In Nomine Iesu  

 

Service of Lessons and Carols 
 

The Prelude A Little Shepherd Music 
   Harold Rohlig

    

The Processional Hymn LSB 376 
setting by David Willcocks Once in Royal David's City 

choir vs. 1, 2 

 

Please rise and face the processional cross as it enters the sanctuary. 
 

The processional cross reminds us that our Lord came into this world to take on our flesh and die for 

our sins; the white candle in the Advent wreath reminds us that Jesus Christ is the light of the world 

who came to bring us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

The Bidding Prayer 

P Beloved in Christ, it is this Christmas Eve our care and delight to prepare 

ourselves to hear again the message of the angels: … 
 

 These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven; in the 

words which Christ himself has taught us: 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 



(Please be seated) 

 

The Choral Anthem  Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 
 Carl Ziebell 

 

 

 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 

There He lay, the Undefiled, 

    To the world a stranger. 

Such a babe in such a place, 

    Can He be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race 

    Who have found His favor. 

 

 Angels sang about His birth, 

    Wise Men sought and found Him; 

Heaven’s star shone brightly forth 

    Glory all around Him. 

Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 

    Heard the angels singing; 

All the plains were lit that night, 

    All the hills were ringing. 

 

 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 

He is still the Undefiled 

    But no more a stranger. 

Son of God of humble birth, 

    Beautiful the story; 

Praise His name in all the earth; 

    Hail the King of glory! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The First Reading  

Genesis 3:1-15 
The woman’s Seed will crush the serpent’s head 

 

 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. 

 He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 

And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God 

said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you 

touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God 

knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 

and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 

eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she 

also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, 

and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves 

loincloths. 

 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 

the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the 

garden. But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I 

heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 

He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded 

you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of 

the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” 

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 

 cursed are you above all livestock 

 and above all beasts of the field; 

on your belly you shall go, 

 and dust you shall eat 

 all the days of your life. 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

 and between your offspring and her offspring; 

he shall bruise your head, 

 and you shall bruise his heel.” 

 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 



The Hymn LSB 362 
setting by Kevin Hildebrand O Sing of Christ 

choir vs. 3 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005617 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 The Second Reading  

Genesis 22:15-18 
God’s Promise to Abraham 

 
 And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, “By myself I 

have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only 

son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the 

sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your 

offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Hymn LSB 375 
setting by Stephen P. Johnson Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising 

choir vs. 3, 5 
 

 

 

 
 

5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing 

When by faith we grasp this blessing, 

And to You we come confessing 

    That Your love has set us free. 
 

6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, 

From Your lowly manger cheer us, 

Gently lead us and be near us 
    Till we join Your choir above. 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005617 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 



 The Third Reading  

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light 

 

The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

 on them has light shined. 

For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

 and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and of peace 

 there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

 to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Hymn LSB 380 
setting by David Willcocks Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

 The Fourth Reading  

Micah 5:2-5a 
The one who shall be the King of Israel will be born in Bethlehem 

 

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 

 from ancient days. 

Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

 when she who is in labor has given birth; 

then the rest of his brothers shall return 

 to the people of Israel. 

And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 

 to the ends of the earth. 

And he shall be their peace. 

 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 



The Hymn LSB 361 
setting by James Biery O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 The Fifth Reading  

Luke 1:26-35, 38 
The Angel Gabriel visits Mary 

 

 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to 

a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s 

name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 

But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 

And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 

behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He 

will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 

throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.” 

 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 

 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” 

And the angel departed from her. 
 

 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Hymn LSB 359 
setting by Michael Praetorius Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

choir vs. 3 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



 The Sixth Reading  

Matthew 1:18-25 
The birth of Jesus Christ 

 
 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 

Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to 

divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 

which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name 

Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 

spoken by the prophet: 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he 

called his name Jesus. 

 

 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Hymn LSB 370 
   What Child is This 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 The Seventh Reading  

Luke 2:1-7 
Jesus is born in Bethlehem 

 
 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 

This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be 

registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 

Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 

and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while 

they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 

wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 

in the inn. 

 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



The Hymn LSB 387 
setting by S. Drummond Wolff Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

The Homily Saving From Sins 
   Matthew 1:18-25 

 

 

The Choral Anthem Christ Lay in Common Manger 
   Stephen P. Johnson 

 

Christ lay in common manger 

For him a place unfit. 

But it was hallowed when God’s Son, 

The Savior lived in it. 

 

My heart was like the manger: 

No place for God to be. 

But this my joy at Christmas-tide: 

The Savior lives in me. 

 

Oh, may your hearts receive him, 

Good friends both far and near. 

Then shall the joy of Christmas-tide, 

Be yours throughout the year. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 The Eighth Reading  

Luke 2:8-20 
The shepherds visit the manger 

 
 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 

news of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 

wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, 

 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 

go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to 

us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And 

when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And 

all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these 

things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 

all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

 



Please Rise 

 

The Hymn  LSB 368 
setting by Kevin Hildebrand Angels We Have Heard on High 

choir vs. 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
During the singing of this carol, the Gospel is carried out into the congregation to be read symbolizing our 

Lord’s advent into the world. 
 

 

 

 The Ninth Reading  

John 1:1-14 
The mystery of the Incarnation 

 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 

in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing 

made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness 

about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness 

about the light. 

 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, 

and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and 

his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 

gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 

nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 

only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Collect of the Day for Christmas Eve 

 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And with your spirit. 
 

P Let us pray:  O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth 

of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as 

our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be 

our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

 

The Blessing 

 

P May He who by His incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into one, fill 

us with such joy that comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the 

hope of eternal life.  And the Blessing of God Almighty – the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit – be upon you and remain with you always. 

C  Amen 

 

 



The Hymn LSB 363 
Introduction by Paul Bouman Silent Night 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

The Postlude Pastorale on Silent Night 
 Thomas Gieschen 

 

 Soli Deo Gloria  

 

 

 

The pastor, faculty, and staff of Our Father’s wish you all a Blessed Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Participants 
 

The Preacher and Liturgist Rev. Dr. Mark S. Nuckols 

The Organist and Choir Director Mr. Stephen P. Johnson 

The Choir   Festival Choir 

 

The Instrumentalists 

 Trumpet  Gabriel Beversdorf 

   Dean Sievert 

 Trombone Kaely Besaw  

   Sebastian Beversdorf 

   Matthew Fabrizius 

 Euphonium Dennis Hanley 

 Timpani Erika Johnson 

 Clarinet Elizabeth Johnson  

 

 

 

If you pre-ordered a Christmas poinsettia plant, pick up is available after each of the 

Christmas Eve or Christmas Day services.  If you have any questions, please contact 

Linda Hojnacki at 427-5949. 

 

 

You are invited to be gathered with us at Our Father’s for Divine Services celebrated 

every Thursday at 6:30 pm, and Sunday at 8:00 am and 10:45 am.  In addition, please 

join us for these services during the Christmas season: 

 

Christmas Day – the Nativity of Our Lord 

Sunday, December 25, 2022 – 9:00 am 

 

The First Sunday of Christmas 

Sunday, January 1, 2023 – 9:00 am 

 

The Epiphany of Our Lord (observed) 

Thursday, January 5, 2023 – 6:30 pm 


